
Athens Township 
Athens County, Ohio 

APPLICATION FOR ZONING VARIANCE 
Athens Township Zoning Resolution Article 12 and Ohio Revised Code §519.14 (B) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Athens Township Zoning Resolution §9.02 (2) “…The Township Board of Zoning Appeals may 

authorize, upon appeal, in specific cases, such variance from the terms of the Zoning Code as will not be contrary to the 

public interest, where, owing to special conditions, a literal enforcement of the resolution will result in unnecessary 

hardship, and so that the spirit of the Zoning Code shall be observed and substantial justice done…” 

 

A NON-REFUNDABLE application fee of one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) is required to defray the cost of legal 

advertising, mailing of notification to affected adjacent property owners, and other expenses incurred by Athens 

Township in the administration of the request. Additional fees may be required for issuance of a zoning certificate to 

erect or alter a structure in association with an approved variance. 

AN APPROVED USE OR CONSTRUCTION MUST BEGIN WITHIN ONE (1) YEAR FROM DATE OF  

BZA APPROVAL, ANY CONSTRUCTION COMPLETED WITHIN TWO (2) YEARS 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Project Address/Parcel ID #(s): ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Owner Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Owner Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                        Street                                                        City                                     State                               Zip code 

                                                             

Phone: (            ) ______________________________ e-mail: __________________________________________________ 

 

Applicant Name (if different than Owner): __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Applicant Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                         Street                                                       City                                     State                                Zip code 

 

Phone: (            ) ______________________________ e-mail: __________________________________________________ 

 

Zoning district:  (check one)      □ R-1           □ R-2           □ R-3           □ B-1            □ B-2          □ LLR          □ OS 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DEFINITIONS: 

 Variance: An administrative exception to zoning requirements that should be granted only when a property owner  

      would have a unique and unusual hardship, created by the physical characteristics of the land, if the ordinance is  

               strictly and literally applied in his or her case. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

APPLICATIONS FOR VARIANCE MUST CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

□ 1. Signed and Completed Application, including all information required below. 

□ 2. Two copies of a site plan drawn to scale illustrating: 

□ a. The boundaries and dimensions of the lot where the variance is proposed.  

□ b. The proposed use of all parts of the lot and improvements.  

□ c. The size and location of existing and proposed improvements, including, but not limited to, buildings,   

         structures, facilities, signs, lighting, accessways, walks, off-street parking spaces, loading berths and      

         landscaping.  

 

Page 1 of 2 

 

 

 



□ 3. A written statement addressing the following findings required by the Board of Appeals: 

□ a. Practical difficulty because of undue hardship—Because of exceptional or extraordinary conditions 

pertaining to a specific piece of property, as stated below, a literal enforcement of these regulations will 

result in practical difficulty or undue hardship that is unnecessary to the achievement of public purposes.  

   Examples of practical difficulty include but are not limited to the lot being exceptionally narrow, shallow  

    unusual in shape, having exceptional topographical conditions or being located immediately adjacent to a       

    property that has an extraordinary condition or situation that makes it impossible or extremely  

                 impracticable to accomplish the project for which the variance is being sought.  

□ b. Exceptional circumstances—There are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions  

                  applying to the property in question, or to the intended use of the property, that do not apply generally to      

                  other properties or classes or uses in the same zone. 

□ c. Preservation of equal property rights—Literal interpretation of these regulations would deprive the 

applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same zone and the same vicinity, while a 

granting of the requested variance will not confer on the applicant any special privilege that is denied to 

other properties in the same zone and the same vicinity.  

□ d. Minimum variance—The variance granted is the minimum variance required to make possible the 

reasonable use of the property.  

□ e. Absence of detriment—The authorizing of such variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent 

property and will not materially impair the purpose of the Zoning Code or the public interest.  

□ f. Not of a general nature—The condition or situation of the specific piece of property, or the intended use 

of said property, for which variance is sought, one or the other or in combination, is not of so general or 

recurrent a nature as to make reasonably practicable the formulation of a general regulation for such 

condition or situation.  

□ 4. NON-REFUNDABLE application fee of one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00)  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

By my signature I hereby certify that the facts, statements, and information presented in this application 

and any documents attached hereto are accurate, true, and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

I hereby understand and certify that any misrepresentation or omissions of any information required in this application may 

result in the application being delayed or denied by Athens Township. 

I hereby certify that I have read and fully understand all the information required in this application and have 

reviewed and understand all applicable requirements of the Athens Township Zoning Resolution. 

 

 

Property Owner: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                        Signature                                               Printed Name                                       Date 

 

Applicant/Lessee: _____________________________________________________________________________________                               

(if other than Owner)                     Signature                                               Printed Name                                       Date 

 

 
RETURN APPLICATIONS TO THE OFFICE OF THE ATHENS TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 

313 W. UNION STREET, ATHENS, OHIO 45701 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

 
Application №: ________________  Date Received: __________________  Date forwarded to BZA:___________________ 

 

Date of legal advertisement: _____________________ Date of notification of parties of interest: ______________________ 

 

Date of public hearing: ____________________ Date of BZA decision: ______________________ 

              
___________________________________________________________________________________________________      

Zoning Inspector’s Signature                                                                                                       Date 
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