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Brief History of the Most Recent Zoning Effort
● Emerging Need for Zoning
● A Challenge from the Trustees (June 

2018)
● Petitions Submitted (August 2018)
● Work on the Regional Planning 

Commission (Fall 2018)
● Dover Township opts to not participate
● Athens Township stands by its word to 

citizens
● Athens Township Zoning Commission is 

formed (September 2019)



History of the Commission and its Members
● Active in September of 2019
● Meets in regular session 2nd, 3rd, 

and 4th Wednesdays at 6:00pm at 
Library

Membership
-Sean Jones (Chair)
-Brian Dearing (Vice-Chair)
-Ken Robinson (Secretary)
-Michael Hornsby
-Richard Fernow
-Teena Thornton (Alternate)
-Alternate 2 (Vacant)
-Bob Eichenberg (Round River Planning 
and Design)



Our Mission
To preserve the character of The Plains and guide its development for the benefit 
of its citizens, The Athens Township Zoning Commission is dedicated to the 
long-term development of The Plains, Ohio, with an eye toward neighborhood 
preservation and economic sustainability.

With the community’s prime location, highway access, good schools, abundant 
public services, low property costs and proximity to Athens and Ohio University, 
the Zoning Commission seeks to retain the uniqueness of The Plains by means of 
rules and procedures designed to enhance, extend, protect and preserve the 
community through the implementation of a zoning code and comprehensive plan.

Guided by a philosophy of residential authority over outside interests, the Zoning 
Commission is devoted to the improvement and advancement of The Plains for 
current and future generations.



Timelines Moving Forward

● Regional Planning Commission
● Township Trustees
● Aug. 5th Board of Elections Submission
● November 3rd-General Election



The Creation of the Map
Guiding Principles:

● Consistency over large areas
● Focus for the Future

○ Growth
○ Inclusivity





The Survey

-Originally advertised in:
● The Athens News Article
● Township Website
● Athens Zoning 

Commission Facebook 
Page

● The Plains/Chauncey 
Neighborhood Facebook 
Group



Results : Demographics



Focus of Development





What do you like best about The Plains?
● Easy Access to Surrounding Areas 

(71%)
○ Addressed by separating Residential 

and Business Districts, minimizing traffic 
where the infrastructure is not 
appropriate

● Small Town Feel (69%)
○ The code does not have a Downtown 

Business District like Athens or 
Nelsonville with business immediately 
adjacent to the sidewalk and road

○ Setbacks and green spaces will keep 
The Plains from feeling like a big city



Like least?
● Drug Usage (84%), Property Crime 

(76%), Concerns about Safety (65%)
● Concerns about Property Values 

(44%)
○ Zoning has been shown to improve property 

values

● Taxes are too high (39%)
○ Zoning provides a mid-point between status 

quo and incorporation which would probably 
result in much higher taxes.



It would concerns me if my neighbors had...



It would concern me if my neighbors had...
● A build up of Trash Piles and Debris (97%)

Addressed in Subsection 14.06 (a) Sanitary 
Requirements for Rental Housing:

 All exterior property areas and premises shall be 
maintained in a clean, safe and sanitary condition free 
from any accumulation of rubbish or garbage including 
broken trash bags, loose garbage, overflowing containers 
or an accumulation of excessive waste in a trash storage 
area….Broken, dilapidated or unusable furniture; 
mattresses; or paints, miscellaneous coverings and/or 
any other material placed at or near the premises that 
contributes to neighborhood blight



It would concern me if my neighbors had...
● inoperable cars or other vehicles on their property (77%)

Article 6.02 – General District Regulations- Prohibited Uses

-Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code the following uses are 
determined to be inconsistent with the proper use of land within the Zoning 
District… h. Junk or unlicensed motor vehicle stored outside any building or 
structure

-Defined:  Junk Motor Vehicle. Any motor vehicle meeting all of the 
following requirements: a) Three (3) years old or older; b) Extensively 
damaged, such damage including, but not limited to any of the following: a 
broken window or windshield, missing tire(s), wheel(s), motor or transmission; 
c) Inoperable;



It would concern me if my neighbors had...
● A business that generates noise and traffic (66%)

Addressed through the various Zones



It would concern me if my neighbors had...
● Large Livestock like Pigs or Cows (61%)



It would concern me if my neighbors had...
● A building too close to my 

property (46%)

Addressed by Setback 
Requirements

Guiding Principles-

-Fire Safety

-Right of Way Access

-Alleyways

-Preservation of Greenspace



It would concern me if my neighbors had...
● RVs or large work vehicles parked in their yard (43%)



I would like to see MORE OF THE FOLLOWING in The Plains 

● More Dine-In Restaurants (69%)
○ The code allows these in both B-1 and B-2 

Districts

● More Single Family Homes (60%)
○ The zoning map reflects the value of family 

homes in our community

● More Trees and Landscaping (59%)
○ Screening required in many places such 

as between a business district and a home

● More retail stores (48%)
○ Principally permitted B-1 in B-2 with a few 

conditions including setback, parking, and 
landscaping requirements



Rental Housing
Why add the rental code?

-Health, Safety, and Welfare of Tenants 

● Fire Safety (Egress, Alarms, CO)
● Structurally Sound (no water leaks, stairs, 

railings)
● Operable Doors with Locks (safety)
● Kitchen (Cleanable Counters, minimum 6ft. for 

food prep, Stove/Range, Fire Extinguisher)
● Bathrooms (Ventilation, GFCI Outlets, H & C 

Water)



Public Comment Period
● Public Comments and questions are 

limited to 3 minutes depending on 
number in audience and number who 
sign up to participate.



What to expect now?
● Zoning Commission will take 

public comments under 
consideration and meet to 
discuss.

● Survey results will be posted 
online



Get information faster!
● Consider following our Facebook Page!



Check us out on the newly revised Township Website


